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LOOK AT THE TRENDS

For the Index sample, total practice 
turnover has been depicting a falling 
trend, although in recent months this 
decline appears to be reversing. This is 
an average for the sample, but what is 
the spread across the sample? 

Presumably there are as many 
practices that are doing better than the 
reported average, as there are practices 
that are not doing so well. 

In the first analysis, total practice 
turnover for individual practices is 
compared over the first six months of 
2005 and 2004.

The average change is confirmed to 
be slightly negative.

A quarter of practices are seeing a 
turnover increase in excess of 5.6 per 
cent, with the maximum reaching over 22 
per cent.

Meanwhile, 25 per cent of practices 
show a decrease in turnover greater than 
-8 per cent, with the maximum decrease 
being almost -17 per cent.

Hence, over the first six months of 2005 
there is a slight decline in the average 
turnover for the sample. The spread is 
from -17 per cent to 22 per cent, with 50 
per cent of the sample evenly distributed 
between -8 per cent and +5.6 per cent.

Where does your practice fit into this 
distribution?

New contact lens fits

150

130

120

190

160

140

180
170

Jul Aug Dec FebNovSep Apr May

04
Mar JulOct Jan

05
Jun

100

80

90

Jul Aug Feb Jun

Sales of contact lens solutions

Nov Dec
70

Sep Mar Apr May
04

JulOct Jan
05

Proportion of spectacles dispensed with
different types of lens (July 2005)

Single vision
69.0%

Progressive
17.9%

Bifocal
13.1%

Proportion of spectacles dispensed with
AR coating (July 2005)

AR coated
46.1%

Non-AR coated
53.9%

220

200

180

300

280

240

260

AprAug Jun

Spectacles dispensed with progressive lenses

NovJul Mar May
04

Feb JulSep Oct Dec
05
Jan Jul

Spectacles dispensed with AR coating

Moving average

140
120
100

Index

160

AprJul Aug Mar JunNov Dec

200
180

220
240

Feb

04

MaySep Oct Jan

05

August 26, 2005 No 6016 Vol 230 Optician

m a n a g e m e n t  m a t t e r s

Practice turnover - first 6 months of 2005 compared to same period 2004
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