Remote Learning Guide
Primary Schools
Good news: “pupils can learn through remote teaching” (EEF, 2020)
Should we be live streaming lessons?
By asking this question, initially we were missing the
point. Paul Haigh challenged us to approach remote
learning from a different perspective and to really think
about the opportunity to redesign teaching and learning.
We realised that it is not simply about whether to prerecord or live stream but instead to think about what we
want the pupils to learn and then to create a teaching and
learning sequence that may include a combination of prerecorded teaching input, carefully designed independent
learning and a follow up support session with the teacher.
As teachers, we are reimagining teaching and learning by
freeing ourselves from previous constraints. We are only
limited by our own imagination.

EEF Rapid Evidence Assessment: Distance Learning
1. Teaching quality is more important than how lessons
are delivered
2. Ensuring access to technology is key, particularly for
disadvantaged pupils
3. Peer interactions can provide motivation and improve
learning outcomes
4. Supporting pupils to work independently can improve
learning outcomes
5. Different approaches to remote learning suit different
types of content and pupils
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/covid-19resources/best-evidence-on-supporting-students-to-learnremotely/

Our Key Principles for Remote Teaching and Learning: a blended approach
High quality teaching input
When we introduce content, it is really important that the
explanations and modelling are clear. Dual coding theory
can really help.

Motivational
The pupils are not used to motivating themselves so it is
vital that we find ways to engage them and to celebrate
their learning.

Carefully designed independent learning
It is important that the tasks are designed so that the
pupils can engage with them without adult support.
Scaffolding can be helpful.

Support from teacher
This can now be more flexible. E.g. pupils may bring the
questions that they struggled with for extra help or the
teacher may provide feedback.

Opportunities for collaboration
The pupils have been missing interaction with their peers
so this is an important feature of our remote learning
offer. It is also motivational.

Metacognition
The benefits are well documented. Structured reflection
is built in to the teaching and learning sequence in order
to promote independence.

English Example
§ Pre-recorded video to set the scene with the
teacher modelling writing.
§ Independent writing with a structured writing
frame. Pupils to have a go.
§ Live session with teacher modelling editing and
redrafting.
§ Pupils share their draft work with peers for
feedback.
§ Final work published on class blog.

Maths Example
§ Adapting the Mathematics Mastery six part
lesson structure.
§ Live teaching to introduce the talk task.
§ Break out groups for pupils to do the talk task
with a peer.
§ Live develop learning.
§ Independent tasks (variation theory built in).
§ Pre-recorded video to explain the answers and to
highlight any anticipated misconceptions.

Practical considerations
§ Teachers plan a two week teaching and learning sequence in mathematics and English.
§ A timetable is shared with parents and pupils as a guide (this can be adapted to suit working patterns).
§ Live sessions are coordinated across the school so that there is only ever one happening at once as many families share
devices.
§ During the planning, teachers actively aim to keep screen time to a minimum.
§ Where a child is not engaging with the remote learning, the teacher calls the parents to explore this further.
§ Online safety guidance has been shared with all staff, parents and pupils.

